
TOWN OF ORLEANS

BUILDING DEPARTMENT
HOMEOWNER TICENSE EXEMPTION FORM

DATE:

PLEASE PRINT:

OWNER'S NAME:

JOB LOCATION:

LEGAL ADDRESS:

PHONE NUMBER:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

The current exemption for "Homeowners" was extended to include owner-occupied dwellings
of two units or less and allow such homeowners to engage an individual for hire who does not
possess a license, provided that the owner act as supervisor.

DEFINITION OF HOMEOWNER:

Person(s) who owns a parcel of land on which he/she resides or intends to reside, on which
there is, or intended to be, a one to two family dwelling. Attached and detached structures
accessory to such use and/or farm structures. A person who constructs more than one home in
a two-year period shall not be considered a "Homeowner". Such "Homeowner" shall submit to
the Building Commissioner, on form acceptable to the Building Commissioner, that he or she be

responsible for all work performed under the building permit.

The undersigned "Homeowner" assumes responsibility for compliance with the State Building
Code and other applicable codes, ordinances, by-laws, rules and regulations.

The undersigned "Homeowner" certifies that he or she understands the Town of Orleans
Building department inspection procedures and that he or she will comply with said procedures.

HOMEOWNER SIGNATURE:

"Homeowners" contracting unregistered contractors will not have access to the guaranty fund
created pursuant to the statute.



Why homeowners should not obtain the building permit for construction projects

Massachusetts homeowuers arc allowed to obtain their own building psrmit for renorrations and improyenr€nts to
thei honres. Obtaining your own building pennit comes with significant responsibility and risk- Professionals
recommend that only homeowners with sigtrificant exp€rience and skjll renovating homes and rp to date
knowledge of building codes pull their own perrdts.

Before you decide to apply for your own building permit be swe you know what will be required to cornply with
the rcw Massachusetts buitding code and all related stale and local requirsments. Not knolving can cause

significant project delays and inconvenience and pote[tially cost you thousands of doltars to rectify mistakes. For
example, if work on a project is halfuay done and it is not compliant with structural or energy code you may have
to remove the work and replace it to mect the new code.

The Risks of Homeowner - Obtained Permits

E'cluded from the Gurrentv Fund:
When the homeo\xner obtains the building psrmit they are not etigible for the Cuaranty Fund established by the
Horne lrnprovement law, M.G.L. cl42A. This fund was created to protect homeowncrs from losses iDcu[ed
as a result of conEactor or zub+ontactor work perfiormed in a poor or un-workmanlike manner, or work that is
in yiolation of common law or code. For example if a homeowner obtains the building pennit and hires a
contactor v,/ho abandons the job because he pricad it loo low, the mooey lost carnot be recovered from the
Guaranty Fund.

@
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts adopted a new building code in October of2024. The code is based ou
the 202 t Intemational Residential Code, with MassachusetB amendments. If you are llot intimately familiar
with these publications and how they impact renovations and home improvements in Massachusetts you may
unknowingly expose yourself financially to unwanted risks when obtaining your own building permit.

@
Even though a homeowner obtains the building permit, everyone hired to perform constuction work, is
rcquired to be r€gistered in accordance with the Home Improvemsnt law (M.G.L. c142A). This includes
contractors who perform remodeling, window replacernents, siding, insulalioL demolition, roofing and
masonry work. lf the work performed is over 51,000.00 the contractor is rundated to be registered with The
Office ofConsumer Affain and Business Rcgulation, and proyide a contract that includes mandated claus€s
provided in M.G.L. cl42A. For these reasons professional contractors rarely agree to do work for homeowne$
who pull the building permit.
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Ndri
Contrrctors who ask or agree to work without p€rmlts for code relrted work, for cash peyments, or who
do not provlde ezidence of lnsurance should alwlys be avolded.
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